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WHAT’S NEXT
• T  he Final EIS will be available for a 10-day 

public comment period, from May 16, 2016 
to May 31, 2016. The DNR must receive 
comments no later than 4:30 p.m., May 31.

• Comments should focus on the adequacy of 
the document. Three criteria determine an EIS’s 
adequacy:

1)  Does the Final EIS analyze topics identified in 
scoping? 

2)  Does the Final EIS respond to comments received 
on the draft? 

3)  Did DNR follow the process established in state 
statute and rule for preparing an EIS?

• Commenting on the Final EIS:

–  U.S. mail, send to: Jill Townley, Environmental 
Policy and Review Unit, Box 25, EWR Division, 
DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155.  

–  Email, send to: environmentalrev.dnr@state.
mn.us with “Fargo-Moorhead Final EIS” in the
subject line. Be sure to include your full name 
and mailing address. 

–  Fax written comments to 651-296-1811.

• The DNR will produce a Record of Decision that 
describes the agency's adequacy decision. The 
timing of the Record of Decision will depend on 
the number, nature and scope of comments 
received on the Final EIS.

• A positive adequacy decision would not 
authorize or approve the project. The project 
would still need to receive local, state and 
federal approvals and permits in order to 
proceed.

TRANSITION TO PERMITTING

The DNR’s regulatory authority over the Project 
resides in the Dam Safety Permit and the Work in 
Public Waters Permit. On February 18, 2016, the 
DNR received a dam safety and work in public 
waters permit application for the Project.

• In order to proceed, the Project would require
several state, federal, and local permits or
approvals. There is no single permit that would
authorize the Project as a whole. Each required
permit would authorize specific activities and has its
own applicable rules and processes.

• A permit is a document that authorizes a proposer
to do a particular activity. It establishes conditions
for the activity, identifies reporting requirements,
and determines what the permit holder must do to
reduce and mitigate impacts on the environment.
For a complex project such of the proposed Fargo-
Moorhead Diversion, it is very common for many
permits to be required.

• Major permits for the Project include the dam safety
and work in public waters permit from MNDNR and
the dam safety permit from the State of North
Dakota. Minnesota and North Dakota regulators
have begun conversations, but will need continued
coordination as the project enters the permitting
phase.
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