Defending Richland
and Wilkin counties

A little more than a vear ago, Fargo announced its
intention to construct dams on the Wild Rice and Red
rivers as part of a flood control project for Fargo-
Moorhead. Since that time, the residents of Wilkin
and Richland counties have been studying, not only
the impacts that would be visited on cur counties by
the operation of these dams, but the reasons set forth
to justify their construction.

We have learned that the
impacts would be devastat-
ing to our counties. Even
more troubling, we have
learned that the public
statements made by the
proponents of these dams
are often inconsistent with,
and sometimes contrary to,
the materials and state-
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have permanent flood pro-
tection. These dams are only necessary to accommeo-
date Fargo’s plans to drain and develop the natural
flood plain extending south of Fargo.

To protect our residents and our interests the coun-
ty commissions of Wilkin and Richland counties
formed the Richland-Wilkin Joint Powers Authority a
legal organization composed of numerous cities,
townships and school districts from Richland and
Cass counties in North Dakota, and Minnesota town-
ships and cities in Wilkin and Clay counties. The five-
county organization, which includes Ransom, Sar-
gent, LaMoure, Dickey and Richland, has joined the
Joint Powers Authority The statewide North Dakota
Township Association has passed a resolution sup-
porting us. We expect the number of city and town-
ship members will double in the next few weeks.

This organization, of which I am chairman, repre-
sents a significant voting block of the state of North
Dakota, a constituency that will grow as we reach out
to our communities. Two weeks ago I appeared at a
North Dakota legislative committee on water over-
sight that met in Fargo. I appeared and testified in my
capacity as a county commissioner and chairman of
the Joint Powers Authority I was well received by our
state senators and representatives. They heard me
and acknowledged our position. The reporting on the
subcommittee meeting by the Farge media made no
mention of Richland County, the Joint Powers Au-
thority or our position. The private employers who
showed up to endorse Fargo’s plan were covered, as
were other aspects of Fargo’s presentation that pro-
moted the plan. But the Joint Powers Authority, a po-
litical organization formed from cities, school dis-
tricts, townships and counties from two states wasnot
mentioned.

Iwas not surprised. The Fargo media has again and
again minimized, ignored and refused to cover infor-
mation unfriendly to Fargo plans to dam and divert
the rivers. Fortunately, we have the Daily News of
Wahpeton and Breckenridge and its editorial team
who have generously offered us a weekly column: “De-
fending Richland and Wilkin.” In the coming weeks,
we will present the true facts and figures regarding
the Fargo Diversion, how it impacts our community
and how we intend to protect our residents and coun-
ties.

Stay tuned.
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