
HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS 

AnN: CECW-P{lp) 

7701 TELEGRAPH ROAD 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22315-3860 

REGARDING THE PROPOSED FARGO DIVERSION. 

THIS LmER IS COMING TO YOU FROM KEITH AND JANN MONSON WHO OPERATE A FAMILY FARM ONE 

MILE WEST OF HARWOOD, ND WHICH IS 8 MILES NORTH OF FARGO ON INTERSTATE 29. OUR FARM 

AND MOST OF THE LAND WE FARM LIES ON THE INSIDE OF THE PROPOSED DIVERSION. DISPITE THAT 

FACT WE ARE 100% AGAINST THIS DIVERSION. WE FEEl THAT THIS PROJECT IS UNNECCESSARY 

BECAUSE FARGO IS ABLE TO PROTECT THEMSELVES TO A REASONABLE LEVEL OF PROTECTION 

WITHOUT DOING THE DIVERSION [ IE WITH DIKES AND LEVIES.] WE FEEL THAT ONLY BECAUSE FARGO 

HAS DECIDED TO BUILD AND CONTINUE TO BUILD TO THE SOUTH IN LOWER FlOOD PRON AREAS THAT 

THEY NOW FEEL THE ONLY WAY OUT OF THEIR BAD CITY PLANNING IS TO INFlICTTHIS DIVERSION 

DEBACLE ONTO OUT LYING AREAS WITHOUT BEING WILLING TO SACARFICE ANYTHING WITHIN THEIR 

CITY LIMITS. THEWHOLE PROJECT IS BEING POLITICALLY MOTIVATED BYTHE FARGO CITY 

COMMISSION AND THE CASS COUNTY COMMISSION ALL OF WHOS MEMBERS RESIDE WITHIN THE CITY 

OF FARGO. 

THE NEXTTHING THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS IS THE unER MASS OFTHIS PROJECT. 6500 

ACRES OF PRIME FARM LAND AND HUNDREDS OF HOMES LOST FOREVER. HOW CAN YOU POSSIBLY 

PUT A FAIR BUYOUT VALUE ON THIS FARM LAND THAT DID NOT WANT TO BE SOLD AND WILL NOT BE 

ABLE TO BE REPLACED FAIRLY TO A FARM OPERATION. THE VALUE OF THAT FARMLAND TO A FARMER 

AS AN INCOME SOURCE IS GONE FOREVER. UNPROVEN RIVER INTERCEPT STRUCTURES. NO WHERE 

IN THE WORLD IS THERE AN OPERATING STRUCTURE LIKE THIS, YET WE ARE JUST SUPPOSED TO BELIEVE 

THAT THEY WILL WORK IN OUR COLD CLIMATE WITH THE ICE, THE SNOW AND THE DEBRIS. 

RURAL TRAFFIC INTERUPTED. THE ONLY WAY TO CROSS THE DIVERSION WILL BE COUNTY ROADS WITH 

700-800 FOOT BRIDGES THAT WILL HAVE TO BE MAINTAINED FOREVER. DO YOU REALIZE HOW THAT 

WILL AFFECT THE RURAL AG TRAFFIC FOR EVER? THE FINAL DESIGN OF THE DITCH HAS BEEN ALTERED 

10 FEET SHALLOWER THAN ORIGINAL DESIGN. HOW IS OUTSIDE WATER GOING TO BE ALLOWED TO 

ENTER? WE NOW HEAR THAT THE INSIDE HIGHT COULD BE 5 FEET HIGHER THAN THE OUTSIDE BERM, 

JUST LIKE THE WEST FARGO DIVERSION. WE ALL KNOW HOW WELL THAT ONE WORKS FOR THE PEOPLE 

ON THE OUTSIDE. 



HOW FAR WILL THE WATER SPILL BACK SOUTH FROM THE DISCHARGE END OF THE DIVERSION? WILL 

MY FARM REALLY BE FLOOD FREE, OR WILL THE WATER STILL BACK UP ON ME. 

THE COST OF MAINTANCE OF THIS ENTIRE PROJECT FOREVER!! MILLIONS OF DOLLARS A YEAR OR 

MORE"! 

THERE ARE MANY OTHER UNANSWERED QUESTIONS AND FOR THESE AND MANY OTHER REASONS, 

WE FEEL THAT THE WHOLE PROJECT SHOUL BE SCRAPED AND THE CITY OF FARGO SHOULD PROTECT 

THEMSElVES FROM WITHIN TO A FLOOD LEVEL THAT IS WITHIN REASON. 

FARGO WAS BUILT IN THE BOTTOM OF A LAKE AND LIKE BUILDING ON THE TOP OF AN EARTHQUAKE 

FAULT, OR NEXT TO THE OCEAN IN A HERICANE ZONE, THER ARE CERTAIN THINGS THAT MAN CANNOT 

FIX COMPLETELY. 
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