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Coun ties, North Dako ta a nd Clay and Wil kins Count ies, Minnesota 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

The U.S. Depa rtme nt of the Inte ri o r (Depa rtment ) has reviewed the U.S. Army Corps of 
Enginee rs (Corps), ChiefofEngineers Repo rt, and the Final Feasibility Repo rt a nd 
Enviro nmental Impact Sta te me nt for the Fargo-Moorhead Metropolitan Area Flood Risk 
Management Project, Cass a nd Richl and Counti es, No rth Dako ta, and Clay and Wilkins 
Counties, Minnesota. We offer the following comments and recommendations based upon the 
j uri sdi cti on o r spec ia l expe rti se of our U.S. Fish a nd Wildlife Service (FWS). 

GENERAL C O MMENT S 

The FWS is au tho rized unde r the Fish a nd Wildli fe Coord ina tion Act ( 16 U.s.C. 661 et seq.) to 
provide recommenda ti ons to the Corps on fede ra lly funded wate r development p roject s. 
Based on in fo rm a tion avai lab le at thi s time and the impac t a na lysis ou tlined in the Fina l Fish 
a nd Wildlife Coo rdi nat ion Act Repo rt (July 20 II ), the FWS recommends th at, shou ld the Corps 
a nd the loca l projec t sponso rs proceed with the Fa rgo-Moorhead Metropo li ta n Flood Ri sk 
Reduction Project, the Federa lly Comparab le Pla n (FCP or MN 3SK Al te rn at ive) Divers ion 
Channel Alternat ive be the selected Alte rn a ti ve. 

Adverse eco logica l impacts will occur with a ny of the Dive rsion Channel Alternatives. For the 
fo llowing re ason, however, the FCP Altern at ive wo uld result in less severe eco logica l impacts 
than the Locall y Preferred Pla n (LPP) Diversion Chan nel Alte rn a ti ve: 
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I. The LPP Alternative is antic ipated to adversely impact ap prox im ate ly 189 more acres 
of we tl and the n the FCr Alte rnati ve; 

2. The LPP Alte rn at ive, as proposed. wou ld result in 36 more acres of adverse impacts to 
aqua t ic hab it at the n the FCP Alternative; 

3. The LPP Alternative wou ld adversely impact 5 ri ve rs in addit ion to the ma in stem of 
the Red Rive r; 

4. The LPP Alte rn at ive. as proposed, would result in 11 0.3 more acres of adverse impacts 
to fo rest habitat the n the FCP Al te rn at ive; and 

) . Apart from the work that wo uld occu r wi thin the Red Ri ve r a nd the adj ace nt ri paria n 
hab it at, the land uses that wo uld be primarily affected by the FCr Al te rn at ive have 
limited wildlife habita t va lue. 

For a complete list of FWS recommendat ions please re fe r to the FWS' Fina l Fish a nd Wi ldl ife 
Coordi nation Act Report (a tt ac hment 2 within the Corps Fina l Feasibility Report and 
Environmenta l Impact Sta te me nt). The report is also e nclosed for your conve nience. 

We appreciate the opportun ity to provide comme nts. If you have ques tions concern in g the 
Depa rtments comments. please contact Tony Sulli ns. FWS, Field Supervi sor. Twin Ci ti es 
Ecological Services Field Office a t 61 2-725-3548, ex tension 220 I , or em ai I 
Ton\' SullinsliVt\,·s.!20v. 

Enclosure 

Sinc re ly. 

I 
Willie R. Taylor 
Directo r, Office of Environment a l Poli cy 

and Compli ance 




